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The short answer Is ‘no’.

The fiddle, or violin, was

not invented until the
15th century so Nero would have
plaved a lyre or harp instead
amryway. With regard to the
charge that he occupied himself
with trivial matters during the
crisis, the jury is out.

The fire of AD 64, described

2s being “more terrible than any
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residence, some claim he was so

while
Rome burned’”?

other in terms of the violence of
the flames”, burned for nearly a
week and devastated large areas
of Rome. Of the city’s 14 districts,
three were completely destroyed
whilst a further seven were badly
damaged. Nero, who had been out
of the city when the fire started,
returned as soon as he heard

the news. Taking shelter in his
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Bigland (yes, really), got the idea
of allowing shorter volunieers 10
recruit. He managed to persuade
the War Office to authorise
‘bantam battalions’.

The bantams — who had to be
between 5ft and the standard
5ft 3in — proved well suited to
tunnelling work, particularly

struck by the horror that he sang
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